FARM TO TABLE

Going with the flow
Local farm
offers U-Pick
grapes, honey
and more
STORY AND PHOTOS BY PHIL FOLEY
Staff Writer

B

ill Schnute likes to tell people he’s got the
largest U-pick vineyard in Southeast Michigan and though it covers just eight of the 20
acres he and his wife, Pat, own four miles west of
Almont, he may be right.
Southeast Michigan isn’t a prime grape growing
area and even in the parts of the state that are,
U-pick operations are few and far between.
Bill and Pat began, like many growers do, as
amateur wine makers with a half-dozen vines in
their back yard in 1973. Bill, who spent 40 years
with DTE as a substation operator, said he can’t
remember what kind of grapes he started with.
But, he said, he always like to experiment with

Marion Tudor drove up from Sterling Heights to pick
some table grapes with his wife Beatrice. He said
Honeyflow Farm reminds him of his father’s vineyard in
his native Romania. The GM engineer said he’ll be back
later for wine grapes.
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Sharese Combs (right) and her 86-year-old grandmother, Doris Evans
watch as Robyn Parton weighs out the wine grapes they harvested at
Honeyflow Farm in Dryden Township. Combs said he grandmother has
been making table wine since she was a girl in Louisiana and this year
they decided to make more for the holidays.

Bill Schnute spent 40 years working for DTE, but his real passion is grapes. Since 1985 he’s grown more
than 20 varieties on his Dryden Township farm.

“I’ve always liked having a lot of
variety. That’s not conducive to being
a commercial winery.”
– BILL SCHNUTE
OWNER, HONEYFLOW FARM

Yemen native Akram Algersh brought his children up
from Hamtramck for a day in the country. Honeyflow
Farm owner Bill Schnute said a large percentage of
his customer base comes from Metro Detroit’s ethnic
communities who make the drive to Dryden Township
for grapes and honey.
Harvest 2017

different kinds of grapes, which led to him
planting more and three years later buying a
larger piece of property in Troy. Eventually, he
had more fruit than he could make into wine
himself and he started selling his excess fruit.
From there, Honeyflow Farm was born.
In 1985, he and Pat found a 20-acre parcel
with a pond and a south facing hillside on the
corner of Mill and General Squier roads west
of Almont. They’ve been there ever since.
Bill noted that while a commercial vineyard supplying grapes to a juice company or
commercial wine maker might have no more
than three or four different varieties of grapes,
Honeyflow Farm grows more than 20 varieties.
“I’ve always liked having a lot of variety,” Bill
said. “That’s not conducive to being a commercial winery.”
Still, his vines will produce about four tons
of grapes per acre, which gives him between
20 and 30 tons of grapes to sell, depending
on the season. He said that’s not enough to
keep the farm going by itself.
While the farm is only open for grape picking weekends from Sept. 1 through mid-October, the vines need tending much of the year.
Later this fall he’ll hire local high school kids
to help with pruning the vines for next spring’s
new growth, but he does much of the work in
the vineyard himself.
At 69 he’s planting new vines that will take
three years to produce their first crop.
(CONTINUED ON NEXT PG.)

Robyn Parton, a substitute teacher from Dryden, has spent the past five
seasons greeting customers at Honeyflow Farm. The farm sells U-pick
grapes and packed honey for about six weeks every fall beginning the
first weekend of September.

U-PICK †

VIEW Newspaper Group

Farm To Table - 9

† U-PICK

(CONTINUED FROM
PREVIOUS PG.)
He said his biggest
problem in the vineyard is birds. Grackles,
starlings and sparrows
eat grapes, especially the
varieties that produce seeds.
“I love seeing hawks,” Bill said.
Along with growing grapes,
Bill produces honey and bees wax,
though he’s down from the couple of hundred hives he once kept to about “50 or so.”
Bill said mid-September is the farm’s busiest time and depending
on the weather, he averages about 20 to 50 people picking grapes
at any one time. He said he has a lot of repeat customers and most
of them are amateur wine makers.
He said an experienced picker can gather about a bushel an
hour. A bushel of grapes is enough to produce a little more than
three gallons of wine.
Bill said he doesn’t know what the future holds for the vineyard.
He said his children have no interest in taking it over. “They all have
other interests,” he said. But he added he has no interest in stopping anytime soon.
For now, he tends to his vines and puts out a newsletter three,
four times a year.
Marion Tudor talks with Honeyflow Farm owner Bill Schnute about the vineyard his after had when he was
For more information on Honeyflow Farm and what is ripe this
a boy in Romania. Tudor and his wife, Beatrice, drove up from Sterling Heights for a day of nostalgia and
some table grapes.
week, visit www.honeyflowfarm.com. ¿
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Tuesday was a glorious day in Lapeer when workers pulled the last orange and white construction barrels off M-24 that has been under construction by the
Michigan Dept. of Transportation for the last two years. The entire length of the two-mile roadway from the I-69 interchange to Nepessing Street is finally
clear and free of obstacles and traffic is moving easier thanks to normal traffic signal timing at the intersections.
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today for your free inspection! We
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(between McDonalds & Wendy’s)

(left) and Connie Adelsburg on Saturday spoke with Cheryl Vanchina of
Ferndale, who attended as the result of losing a loved one to suicide.

Spinning for Homecoming
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If you experience these warning signs repeatedly or in
combination, they may indicate a hearing loss.

August 2017 earliest voters may see levy proposal
BY PHIL FOLEY
810-452-2616 • pfoley@mihomepaper.com

LAPEER — Lapeer’s Marguerite
deAngeli Library doesn’t look too bad
from the outside, but the 93-year-old
building is busting at the seams.
Ever since last spring when HatzellMika Consulting produced a 66-page

report suggesting the Lapeer District
Library needs to replace its flagship
facility with a 27,000-square-foot building to meet the needs of the more than
60,000 people the library serves, the
library’s board has been looking at alternatives.
Now that researchers have interviewed 385 registered voters in the

Angel DeGroat, a paralegal at Rickard, Denney, Garno & Associates, whips up some cotton candy for tailgating revelers for Imlay
City High School’s homecoming parade. Nearly a dozen area businesses and hundreds of Spartans braved the rain to show their
support. The team had a rough night, losing to Capac 19-10. For more photos, see page 13A.
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Photo by Greg Machiniak

PACIFIC CREST TRAIL — Each
step brings Greg Machiniak closer
to the end of his journey to hike
the 2,650-mile Pacific Crest Trail.
Sunday afternoon found him in
Skykomish, Wash., about 13 miles
west of the trail, with intentions
to hitchhike back to the trail at
Stevens Pass that day.
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That left Machiniak with 188
more miles to go, which means
he should be done within a week
or so. While he’s been cranking
out the miles, though, he admits it
hasn’t been easy on his body.
“I’ve been better,” he said in
a message to reporter Krystal
Moralee. “Went through some stom-
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Copeman and his wife,
Rita, have been attending
the network’s meetings for
about a decade. While Lapeer
County has a dozen small
museums, Copeman said he’s
only seen members of his
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president Kent Copeman
said, is a group of 20 small
museums in Lapeer, Genesee
and Shiawassee counties that
hold spring and fall meetings
to share ideas and keep connected.

of the Hadley Township

Historical Society will host the
fall with Michigan
Small Museum Network’s fall
pumpkins.
meeting for the first time at 9
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Suite 110
Lapeer
(Behind Starbucks)
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Lightning strike patriotic chord

Lapeer Lightning freshman offensive tackle Max Pieper shakes the hand of American Legion Post 16 Commander Walt Stewart
after representatives from the Post presented the freshman team with a certificate of appreciation for patriotism. The team gained
national attention after they sung the National Anthem because it wasn’t played before their Aug. 31 game at Carman-Ainsworth.
See story on Page 6A

Machiniak expected to complete
2,650-mile trek this week

Mind &
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library district that serves 12 townships,
four villages and the city of Lapeer, the
district’s board has decided to reject
renovating one of two buildings in the
city and start from scratch on the corner of DeMille and Davison roads.

Page 3A

Greg Machiniak’s trek is fading into the Washington
sunset as he has less than 200 miles left.
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It took years of lab research and a team of dedicated engineers to
create such a small and high-performing instrument.
The Beltone First features:
• Receiver inside the ear, providing a truly
natural hearing experience.
• A sophisticated design that is lightweight, virtually
invisible and comfortable to wear.
• High performance in noisy situations.

www.beltone.com • 989.607.4576

Fall

• STEPPING
DOWN: Ray

Beltone First™

10-7-16.

SEE PAGE 8A

The County Press
IN OUR 178TH YEAR

TODAY’S

You may be entitled to receive up to
$2,500 towards hearing aids!

Call to see if you qualify for an important new in-office
hearing technology trial!

1 WEEK ONLY!

SEE INSIGHT, SECTION C
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We Have The Answer!

1. People seem to mumble more frequently.
2. You experience ringing in your ears.
3. You often ask people to repeat themselves.
4. Your family complains that you play the radio or TV too loudly.
5. You no longer hear normal household sounds, such as the dripping
of a faucet or the ringing of a doorbell.
6. You have difficulty understanding a conversation when in a large
group or crowd.
7. You have trouble understanding all the words in a conversation.
8. You find telephone conversation increasingly difficult.
9. You have trouble hearing when your back is turned to the speaker.
10. You have been told you speak too loudly.
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messages of love and
remembrance on the balloons, released to the sky
to drift together upward
while many survivors
hugged and wept in the
somber memorial.
Elliott lost a good
friend to suicide in 2007
and has ever since made
it a life mission to educate people about suicide
while offering a support
network to those who
need help coping with
the loss of a loved one in
their life.
“Today, seeing this
big crowd I feel like my
hard work has paid off,”
said Elliott, wiping back
Photo by Jeff Hogan
a tear. “Suicide is a diffiLapeer County Community Mental Health employees Maureen Marunczak
cult thing to talk about,
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